
The Push & Pull of Correct and Respect



� Memoir: a narrative composed from personal 
experience

� Autobiography: the biography of a person 
narrated by himself or herself

� Biography: a usually written history of a 
person’s life

� (Personal histories most closely resemble 
autobiographies.)









� Identify type of editing desired and budget

� Identify the goal

� Identify the audience

� Identify  the overarching theme 

Listen to the cadence of the voice and word usage



� Hook the reader
� Theme
� Point of View
� Show, don’t tell
� Narrative and character arcs
� Kill the darlings
� Basic editing
� Revise and rewrite



What should the editor do?
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� Thomas “Taj” Ainlay Jr., Legacy Memoirs, Las Vegas, 
Nevada

� Libby Atwater, personal historian, Ventura, 
California

� Kitty Axelson-Berry, Modern Memoirs, Amherst, 
Maine

� Wendy Bancroft, StoryCatcher Workshops, 
Courtenay, British Columbia

� Hella Buchheim, personal historian and author, 
Hovland, Minnesota

� Trena Cleland, personal historian, Eugene, Oregon

� Marion Duckworth, author of Naked on God’s 
Doorstep and The Greening of Mrs. Duckworth, 
among others, Vancouver, Washington

� Maia Fischler, LifeWriter, Corvallis, Oregon

� Joan Hamilton, Veterans History Project, 
transcriptionist, Tualatin, Oregon

� Denis Ledoux, The Memoir Network, Lisbon Falls, 
Maine (He offered a 20 percent store discount: 
use seattle2019 through September 28)

� Paula Rudberg Lowe, editor, event planning, and 
marketing communications, Olympia, Washington

� Karen Lynn Maher, LegacyONE, Seattle, Washington

� RJ McHatton, Inventive Productions, Bend, Oregon

� Pat McNees, writer and editor, Bethesda, Maryland

� Gloria Nussbaum, Real to Reel, Beaverton, Oregon

� Ellen Roddick, personal historian, Monterey, 
California

� Shizue Seigel, Japanese American writer, editor, and 
visual artist in San Francisco, Write Now! SF Bay 
Writers of Color  RJ McHatton 
http://www.WriteNowSF.com

� Connie J. Shipley, Capturing Your Life Stories, 
Portland, Oregon

� Paula Stahel, Breath and Shadows Productions, 
South Tampa, Florida

� Stephanie Kadel Taras, personal historian, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan

� Marty Walton, Storehouse Collection of Memories, 
Springvale, Maine

� Bruce Washburn, retired from Goosewings Passages, 
Greensboro, North Carolina

� Sarah White, personal historian, Madison, Wisconsin

http://www.writenowsf.com/


� How do you preserve the narrator’s voice? 

� How grammatically correct should a memoir 
be? 

� What if a writer is politically incorrect? 

� Where/when do you edit a narrator’s language 
to avoid offending readers? Or do you?



� Do we avoid publishing a book if a client 
retains something many would consider 
offensive?

� If we’re too politically correct, do we do our 
readers a disservice? 

� Do we diminish the narrator’s struggle by 
sanitizing history and the biases they faced?

� Does the editor have a responsibility to fact-
check claims in the book?









� Julie McDonald Zander
� Chapters of Life

� Preserving the Past ~
� One Family’s Story at a Time

� www.Chaptersoflife.com

� chaptersoflife1999@gmail.com

http://www.chaptersoflife.com/
mailto:chaptersoflife1999@gmail.com

